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THE OPINIONS 

OF THK 

REV. JOHN WESLEY, 

WITH RBOABD TO 

CONTINUING IN COMMUNION 

WITH 

I 

THE CHURCH. 



^^ How should an assistant be qualified for his 
charge? By walking closely with Gk)d, — and by 
loving the Church of England, and resolving not to 
separate from it.'* Minutes qf Coi\ference^ 1770. 

'^ Carefully avoid whatever has a tendency to 
separate men from the Church ; and let all the 
servants in our preaching-houses go to church onoe 
on Sunday at least. — Is there not a cause? Are 
we not unawares, by little and little, sliding into a 
separation from the Church ? O use every means 
to prevent this I I. Exhort all our people to keep 
close to the Church and Sacrament. 2. Warn them 
also against despising the prayers of the Church. 
3. Against calling our Society the Church/' Ibid. 
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" We are not Dissenters in the only sense which 
our law acknowledges^ namely, those who renounce 
the service of the Church. We do not, we dare not, 
separate from it. Never let us make light of going 
to Church, either by word or deed. But some may 
say, our own service is public worship. Yes, but 
not such as supersedes the Church service ; it pre- 
supposes public prayer. ^ it were designed to he 
instead qf the Church service^ it would be essentially 
defective. — If the people put ours in the room of the 
Church service, we hurt them that stay with us, and 
ruin them that leave us ; for then they will go no 
where.*" Ibid. 

" I never had any design of separating from the 
Church. I have no such design now. I do not 
believe the Methodists in general design it, when I 
am no more seen. I do, and will do, all that is in 
my power to prevent such an event. Nevertheless, 
in spite of all I can do, many of them will separate 
from it ; although I am apt to think not one half, 
perhaps not a third, of them. These will be so bold 
and injudicious as to form a separate party, which 
consequently will dwindle away into a dry, dull, 
separate party. In flat opposition to these, I declare 
once more, that I live and die a member of the Church 
of England ; and that none who regard my judg- 
ment OR ADVICE WILL EVER SEPARATE FROM IT.^ 

Dec. 1789. John Wesley. 



Extract from Rev. /. Wesley's last Journal. 
1787, January 2d, page 26. " I went over to 
Deptford ; but it seemed I was got into a den of 
lions. Most of the leading men of the Society were 
mad for separating from the Church. I endeavoured 
to reason with them, but in vain ; they had neither 
sense nor even good manners left. — At length, after 
meeting the whole Society, I told them, if you are 
resolved^ you may have your service in Chwrch 
hours ; hut remember^ from that time you will see 
my face no more. This struck deep, and from that 
hour I have heard no more of separating from the 
Church." Wesley'^s last Journal. 

" What may we reasonably believe to be God's design 
in raising up the preachers called Methodists .? Not 
to form any new sect, but to reform the nation, 
particularly the' Church, and to spread Scriptural 
holiness through the land.*" 

" In what way may we and our helpers be considered ? 
Perhaps as extraordinary messengers, designed to 
provoke the regular ministers to jealousy." 

" Is it not our duty to separate from the Church, 
considering the wickedness both of the Clergy and the 
people.? We conceive not; 1. Because both the 
Priests and the people were full as wicked in the 
Jewish Church, and yet it was not the duty of the 
holy Israelites to separate from them. 2. Neither 
did our Lord command His Disciples to separate 



from them. He rather commanded the contrary. 
Hence it is clear, that could not be the meaning of 
St. Paul's words, " come out from among them^ and 
be ye separate." Minutes of Corference^ sect.l. 

(Note. It is evident to a person reading the passage from which 
these words, " come out from among them, and be ye separate,'^ 
are taken, (2 Cor. vi. 17, &c.) that they are applied only to 
idolaters.) 



" The chief design of His providence in sending us 
out, is undoubtedly to quicken auR brethren, and 
the first message of all our preachers is to the lost 
sheep of the Church of England. Now would it 

NOT BE A FLAT CONTRADICTION TO THEIR DESIGN TO 
SEPARATE FROM THE CHURCH?" Wesley^S Works, 

vol. 23. 



" Exhort all our people to keep close to the 
Church and Sacrament; warn them against all 
NiCENEss IN hearing, a prevailing evil." Minutes 
of Conference. 



" 1770, Sunday. We had a poor sermon at church : 
however, I went again in the afternoon, remembering 
the words of Mr. Philip Henry, " If the preacher 
does not know his duty, / know mine.** 



** They who dissuade people from attending the 
Church and Sacrament, do certainly draw them from 
the Church.'' Letter ^ Dec. 1706. 

" Having had an opportunity of seeing several of 
the Churches abroad, and having deeply considered 
the several sorts of Dissenters at home, I am fully 
convinced, that our own Church, with all her blemishes, 
is nearer the Scriptural plan than any other in 
Europe.*' Letter to Sir H. Trelawney. 

" I believe there is no Liturgy in the world, either 
in ancient or modern language, which breathes more 
of a solid, scriptural, rational piety, than the Common 
Prayer of the Church of England.'' Preface to 
abridged Common Prayer Book. 

Mr. Wesley observes, " My Brother and I closed 
the Conference by a solemn declaration of our 
purpose, NEVER TO SEPARATE FROM THE 
CHURCH." Minutes of Conference^ At^ust 25, 
1766. 

" We believe it would not be right for us to 
administer either Baptism or the Lord's Supper, 
unless we had a commission so to do from those 
Bishops whom we apprehend to be in succession from 
the Apostles." 

'* We believe there is and always was in every 
Christian Church an outward Priesthood ordained by 
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Jesus Christy and an outward sacrifice offered therein 
by men authorized to act as ambassadors for Christ, 
and stewards of the mysteries of God." 

" We believe that the threefold order of Ministers 
is not only authorized by its Apostolic institution, 
but also by the written word/' Journal^ WorkSy 
1809. vol. ii. p. 329. 

He says of Wesley an Preachers, " They no more 
take upon themselves to be priests than to be kings. 
They take not upon them to administer the Sacra- 
ments, an honour peculiar to the priests of God."" 
Appeal to Men of Reason^ part 3. Works^ ISIS, 
vol. xii. p. S53. 

" Speaking to lay preachers on their desire to 
administer the Sacraments, he says. You believe it to 
be a duty ; I believe it is a sin.'' — " Modern laziness 
has jumbled together the two distinct offices of 
preaching, and administering the Sacraments. But 
be that as it may, I will rather lose twenty Societies, 
than separate from the Church." 

Sermon^ Heb. v. 4. Arminian Magazine^ 1790. 

" Two young men sowed the word of God, not only 
in the churches, but literally by the highway side ; — 
they were members of the Church of England, and 
had no design of separating from it.- — Whenever 
I have an opportunity, I attend the Church service 



myself, and advise ail our Societies to do so.— I dare 
not separate from the Church. I believe it would 
be a sin so to do. The Methodists — are still members 
of the Church; such they desire to live and die. I 
believe one reason why God is pleased to continue 
my life so long is to confirm them in their present 
purpose, — ^not to separate from the Church. — I hold all 
the doctrines of the Church of England. I love her 
Liturgy, I approve her plan of discipline.''^ 

In 1744, all the Methodist preachers had their 
first Conference, — but none of them dreamed that the 
being called to preach, gave them any right to 
administer Sacraments. — One of our first rules was 
given to each preacher. — " You are to do that part of 
the work which we appoint. — But what work was 
this ? Did we ever appoint you to administer Sacra- 
ments, to exercise the priestly office ? Such a design 
never entered into our mind; it was farthest from 
our thoughts ; — ^and if any member had taken such 
a step, we should have looked upon it as a palpable 
breach of this rule, and consequently as a recantation 
of our connexion.— I wish all of you, who are vulgarly 
termed Methodists, would seriously consider what 
has been said, and particularly you whom God has 
commissioned to call sinners to repentance.— It does 
by no means follow from hence, thai ye are com- 
missioned to BAPTIZE or to administer the Lord's 
Supper. Ye never dreamed of this for ten or twenty 
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years after ye began to preach. Ye did not then} 
like Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, seek the priesthood 
also. Ye knew <^ no man taketh this honour unto 
himself, but he that is called of God, as was Aaron/' — 
O contain yourselves within your own bounds !" 

Texts of Scripture, which confirm Wesley's 
view as to the sin of breaking communion with the 
Church. 

'^ Mark them which cause divisions and offences 
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned, 
and avoid them."* Rom. xvi. 17. 

** Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, that thbre be no divisions among tou, but 
that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind 
and in the same judgment. ^^ 1 Cor. i. 10. 

" Whereas there are among you envying, and 
strife, and divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as 
men?'* 1 Cor. iii. 3. 



(NoU. Those persons who speak of schisms as consisting only in 
dirisions, that arise in particular bodies as they now exist, should 
remember, that all such separate bodies are descended from men, 
who first made a schism in the Church, and then separated from 
it. For we read of the firstChristians, that ** the multitude of them 
that beliered were of one heart and of one soul." Acts iv. 22. 
and that '' they continued stedfastly in the Apostles' doctrine 
and FELLOWSHIP.'* Now by continuing in separation, they 

MUST SURELY BE SAID TO ALLOW THE DEEDS OF TBBIR FATBEBS.) 
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" Only let your conversation be as becometh the 
Gospel of Christy that whether I come and see you, 
or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs; that ye 
stand fast in one Spirit^ striving togsthbr for the 
faith of the Gospel." Phil. i. 27. 

(Note, How can those be said in any sense to be striving 
TOOETHEK, who Separate themselves from their fellow Christians, 
form distinct Societies, send out distinct missions, and have 
separate places of public worship ?) 

" Let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the 
same thing." Phil. iii. 16. 

(Note. How can they be said to walk by the same rule, who 
forsake the rule of the Church, and walk by another of their 
own devising ?) 

" Neither pray I for these alone, (that is, his present 

* Disciples,) but for them also which shall believe in 

me through their word, that they all may be ome, 

as Thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee, that they 

also may be one in us, that the world mat 

BELIEVE THAT THOU HAST SENT ME." Johu Xvii. 

(Note. Divisions amongst Christians have always been made 
an argument for unbelief; and it has been found, that Mis*- 
sionaries, by each preaching Christ according to the opinions 
of his own sect, have been a great stumbling-block to the 
conversion of the Heathen, who, finding it difficult to discover 
where the truth lay, have thought it better to continue as they 
were.) 
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The following passage, extracted from Watson's 
Life of Wesley, p. 357, who himself endeavours to 
justify separation, is a sufficient acknowledgment, 
that the genera^ty of Methodists have in fact 
departed from the principles of their Founder. 

*' Separation from the Church at a later period of 
Mr. Wesley's life was certainly anticipated, that 
must be allowed ; but an enlightened Churchman 
ought to think, that Mr. Wesley'^s conduct was still 
worthy of praise, not of censure ; for when a partial 
separation was in reality foreseen as probable, it had 
vo SANCTION FROM HiH, and he appeared determined 
so to employ his influence to his last breath, that 
if separation should ensue, it should assume the 
mildest form possible, and be deprived of all feeling 
of hostility. His example, andthe spirit of his writings, 
and his advices, all tended to this." 
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